
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE NATIONAL SURVEY ON 
TOBACCO, ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS 

What is the survey about? 
The survey is about what people think 
about tobacco, alcohol and other drugs 
and how widely drugs are used. The 
answers given for this survey will be used 
by researchers and policy makers to better 
understand and address the issues 
surrounding tobacco, alcohol and other 
drugs. 

Why was I selected to complete the 
survey? 
More than 20,000 people across Australia 
will complete this survey.  To make sure 
that there is no suggestion that the survey 
deliberately selected certain types of 
households and certain types of people, (1) 
your household was randomly selected 
from all Australia households and (2) you 
were randomly selected as the person to 
complete the survey within your 
household.  You were randomly selected 
because your birthday just so happens to 
be next of all the people aged 12 years and 
over who live in your household. This 
way of selecting you and all the other 
participants in the survey removes bias 
and makes it more likely that the results 
we get are representative of Australia as a 
whole. 

How is my privacy protected? 
The survey is conducted under the AIHW 
Act, which prohibits the release of 
information about individuals collected in 
the survey.  No-one will be able to identify 
you or your answers to the survey. Your 
confidentiality is assured – even from legal 
authorities. 

But can’t you report any illegal activities 
to the authorities? 
Under the AIHW Act, all people 
connected with this survey—from the 
interviewers to the researchers—must sign 
a declaration of confidentiality, so that 
they cannot release any information to 
anyone on any person responding to this 
survey.  This means that the police and 
legal authorities have no access to 
personal information collected for this 
survey, even if asked to do so in court. 

How can I help? I don’t take drugs. 
Everyone’s answers are important—
irrespective of whether they have or have 
not ever taken any drugs.  Your reasons 
for taking or not taking drugs are 
important for this study, along with your 
attitudes to drugs.  For this survey we 
need to obtain answers from a broad range 
of people so that the survey results 
represent the views and behaviours of all 
Australians. 

But I don’t have the time or interest to 
complete this survey. 
We understand that any survey takes time 
to complete, particularly when you have 
other things you’d prefer to be doing. 
However, this research is an extremely 
important government study, used to 
identify the attitudes and behaviours of 
Australians in relation to legal and illegal 
drug use.  The results may directly 
influence government decisions and 
policies.  Your answers will be used to 
represent the views of many households 
similar to your own, so your answers 
count. We ask for you to take the time to 
complete this important survey.

If you have any other questions at or would like to discuss any of the above issues in more 
detail please call 1800 443 182 or visit the survey page on the AIHW website at 
http://www.aihw.gov.au/drugs/ndshs07.cfm. 
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